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Worship Schedule:
- Thursday, January 8th @ 6:30 p.m.
- Sunday, January 11th @ 10:00

Ha New Year/Welcome Back: Bethel’s staff hopes you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year with
your family and friends. We also hope our students are rested and ready to get going again! Welcome back!

Worship Encouragement: Welcome back! I pray that your Christmas and New Year's celebrations went well. Every
year, Christmas seems to go by in the blink of an eye. One day, the decorations and lights are up, and we are
celebrating; the next day, those lights and decorations are being taken down, and the world continues at a frantic
pace. Even though the “glow” of Christmas has seemed to pass, we still have the opportunity to hear about our
Savior. Don’t let the opportunities to worship Jesus pass just because the holidays have. I encourage everyone to be
present in worship this new year and throughout the year. Come and hear how the baby born in Bethlehem grew
up to live a perfect life and die an innocent death on the cross in our place. Come to hear the news about the empty
tomb where Jesus rose from the dead to conquer death for us. Come hear how Jesus is preparing a place for you
with Him in eternity. [ hope to see you there! See you Sunday!

Divine Call Update: Over the Christmas vacation, it was announced that Pastor Killinger has returned the divine
Call to serve as pastor at Saint Peter Lutheran Church in Saint Peter, Minnesota, and will continue to serve at Bethel.
Please keep the Killinger family and Bethel in your prayers, that the Lord may bless Pastor’s ministry with us.
Please also pray for the congregation in Saint Peter as they seek their new shepherd.

Lutheran Schools’ Week: Our annual celebration of Lutheran Schools is coming up the week of January 18th
through the 25th. The week will include special events and will culminate on Lutheran Schools Sunday on January
25th. Please look for permission slips being sent home over the next week for different activities. Here is a schedule
of the activities for the week:

- Monday, January 19th - Drummunity Presentation @ School

- Tuesday, January 20th - Sledding @ park across the road

- Wednesday, January 21st - Game Day @ School

- Thursday, January 22nd - Breakfast w/Buddy @ School

- Friday, January 23rd - Bowling @ Monitor Lanes

- Sunday, January 25th - Grades PreK-8 sing in worship

- Chili Cook-Off after worship

Drummunity Presentation: As part of our Lutheran Schools Week celebration, we will be trying something new.
On Monday, January 19th, there will be a drums and rhythm presentation called Drummunity in the gym. This is a
hands-on presentation for the whole family, and everyone gets a chance to participate with the drums and rhythm
instruments. Tickets are $5 and are available for purchase in the school office.

Buffalo Wild Wings Fundraiser: As part of our Lutheran Schools Week celebration, there will be a Buffalo Wild
Wings fundraiser on Wednesday, January 21st. Our school will receive a percentage of the bills paid that day.
Fundraiser tickets are attached to this newsletter. This event is for the Bay City location and goes throughout the
day on January 21st.




Chili Cook-Off: Our traditional chili cook-off will be on Sunday, January 25th, after church! Sign up to make your
favorite pot of chili to be entered. The sign-up sheet is available on the bulletin board outside the gym. IF you aren’t
entering a chili, we will need some other food items if you would like to donate. Come out and enjoy some great
food and fellowship!

26-27 Preschool Enrollment: Bethel Preschool will begin accepting next year’s Preschool enrollment on
Thursday, January 15th. Applications will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. Get your application and
get the word out to your family and friends.

Basketball Uniforms: Now that the girls' basketball season is finished, girls’ basketball team members are
reminded to clean and repair their uniforms and return them to school ASAP! All uniforms should be returned to
school this week. Thank youl!

Weather-Related School Closings: It’s that time of year again, so this reminder is being provided. If the Bay City
Public School system is closed for school due to weather, Bethel will automatically be closed. There will be no
separate listing for Bethel on any school closing sites or TV.

Hot Lunch: The Hot Lunch this Wednesday (January 7th) is tacos from Taste of Bay City. A copy of the hot lunch
schedule is attached to this newsletter. Please check your date and follow the guidelines on the schedule if
you are not able to help serve on your assigned date.

End of 2nd Quarter: The 2nd quarter of the school year will end on Friday, January 16th. Please encourage your
child to finish strong. If a conference is needed, please check with your child’s teacher.

Faculty In-Service: Your faculty will have its next monthly meeting on Friday, January 16th, in the afternoon.
School will be dismissed at noon. Please be on time to pick up your child.

Mission Program: Our 2nd quarter chapel offering is going to support Costa Maya Ministries. Costa Maya
Ministries is bringing the Word to the Yucatan Peninsula, an area where there is little clear teaching of the Bible. |
pray that families take this opportunity to teach their children the importance of supporting the work of the church.
There was no offering collected due to the snow day last week. The total for the quarter is $196.

Munger Potato Festival: Our church and school have been selected once again to run the food tents/concessions at
the Munger Potato Festival on July 30-August 2, 2026. We did this back in the summer of 2024, and it is our turn to
have some fun and raise some money for Bethel! The main thing we need is volunteers for this event, as on the
evenings of the Figure 8 event, we will need up to 25-30 at one time in order for things to run smoothly. There will
be more information in the coming months, but please SAVE THE DATES of July 30-August 2, 2026, to help us at
some point that weekend by working a shift. If everyone pitches in for a shift (and students can help as well), it will
be a fun time, and no volunteers will feel overworked. If you have specific questions, please contact Jenni Thunberg
at jennithunberg@gmail.com, but we will have an information meeting and sign-ups available in the coming
months.

Birthdays:
Kameron VanDenBoom - 5th grade - 01/05

Taylor Thunberg - 8th grade - 01/05
Allyson Kramer - PreK-4 - 01/06
Logan Kramer - PreK-4 - 01/06
Wioletta Lubkowski - PreK-4-01/11



Student Spotlight:
1 Sienna Schultz - Kindergarten

2 Eliza Kent - 3rd grade
3 Marcus Fuhrman - 7th grade
4 LillyAnna Beyer - PreK

Coming Up:
- 01/05 - BLS classes resume

- 01/15 - Preschool enrollment begins
- 01/16 - End of 2nd Qtr.
- Noon dismissal - Faculty In-Service in the afternoon
- 01/18-01/24 - Lutheran Schools Week
- 01/21 - Report cards for gtr. 2 sent home
- 01/25 - Lutheran Schools Sunday
- 02/09 - No School - Pastor/Teacher Conference
- 02/18 - Ash Wednesday
- Soup Supper Sponsored by Bethel Boosters
- 02/20 - Noon dismissal - Faculty In-Service in the afternoon
- 02/28 - Bethel Booster Trivia Night
- 03/01 - Bethel Booster Coffee Hour after Church
- Board of Education
- 03/06 - Principals’ Conference
- Sports Pictures
- 03/07 - MLS Fine Arts Fair
- 03/13 - MALL League Meeting
- 03/20 - End of 3rd Qtr.
- Noon dismissal - Faculty In-Service
- 03/25 - Report Cards Sent Home

Boys Basketball Game Schedule:
(On nights in which both A and B teams have games, B team games will start at 5:30 with A team playing

afterward)
- 01/06-vs S]BC @ S]BC (B only)
- 01/09 - vs Hemlock @ Christ Shields (AB)
- 01/13-vs STB @ SJBC (A only)
- 01/16 - vs Tawas @ Bethel (B only) - 5:30 p.m
- 01/16 - vs Hemlock @ S]BC (A only) - 6:30 p.m
- 01/20-vsSTB @ SJBC (AB)
- 01/27 - vs SJBC @ Bethel (B only)
- 01/30 - vs Lansing @ Bethel (AB)
- 01/31 - B Team Tournament @ SJBC
- 02/03 - vs Trinity @ Trinity (AB)
- 02/05 - vs Hemlock @ Bethel (AB)
- 02/10-vs STB @ Bethel (AB)
- 02/13-02/14 - MLS Tournament @ MLS (A only)
- 02/17 - vs Owosso @ Owosso (A only) - 5:30 p.m.
- 02/20-02/21 - MALL Tournament @ Trinity (A only)



Boys Basketball A Team Practice:
- Monday, January 5th @ 6:00-8:00
- Wednesday, January 7th @ 6:00-8:00

Boys Basketball B Team Practice:
- Monday, January 5th @ 3:00-4:30
- Wednesday, January 7th @ 3:00-4:30
- Monday, January 12th @ 3:00-4:30
- Wednesday, January 14th @ 3:00-4:30
- Monday, January 19th @ 3:00-4:30
- Wednesday, January 21st @ 3:00-4:30

Upcoming Singing Schedule Dates:
- 01/25 - Grades PreK-8 Sing

- 02/15 - Cherub Choir

- 02/18 - Cantate Choir

- 02/25 - Cherub Choir

- 03/11 - Cantate Choir

- 03/18 - Cherub Choir

- 03/22 - Preschool & Kindergarten
- 03/25 - Tone Chimes

- 03/29 - Grades 1-8 (Palm Sunday)

Bethel Booster Activities:

- 02/18 - Ash Wednesday Soup Supper Herrera
- 02/28 - Trivia Night Thunberg/Wilson
- 04/17 - Mother/Son Activity Thunberg/Wilson
- 03/14 - Pine Car Derby Powers
- 05/01 - Daddy/Daughter Dance Thunberg/Wilson

Check these out!: Did you know our Synod had a variety of family resources? Our
© Synod’s monthly magazine, Forward in Christ, is a great resource. Every month, there is a
section of the magazine with articles for Christian parents and families called Parent
Conversations. Scan the QR code (right) to get access to this great parent resource.
This resource includes Christian parenting articles, podcasts, and more. Scan the QR
code (left) for family devotions that can be used at home. | pray these resources are
helpful to you and your family.

1 lendar: If you have not, please check out our Google Calendar for the latest dates of events. It is
important that you have access to our Google calendar because that is the primary way to know when events are
happening at Bethel. If you need assistance with setting up access to the Google Calendar, please contact a staff
member.

Michigan Lutheran Seminary News

MLS APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN!

Michigan Lutheran Seminary is accepting applications for the 2026-2027 school year. If you have an 8th grader
about to enter high school, or a high school student interested in transferring, visit mlsem.org and click Apply!
Families who apply before November 30 will be entered into a drawing for a $500 tuition credit, and those who
apply before December 31 will be entered into a drawing for a $250 tuition credit. For any questions, please reach
out to admissions@mlsem.org.



