School News Bobcat Bulletin Dec.15th, 2025
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Worship Schedule:
- Thursday, December 18th @ 6:30 p.m. (Grades 1-8 Children’s Christmas Service)
- Sunday, December 21st @ 10:00 a.m.
- Wednesday, December 24th @ 6:30 (Christmas Eve Candlelight Service)
- Thursday, December 25th @ 10:00 (Christmas Day Festival Service)
- Sunday, December 28th @ 10:00
- Wednesday, December 31st @ 4:00 (New Year’s Eve)
- Sunday, January 4th @ 10:00

Worship Encouragement:
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all
people: Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. - Luke 2:10-11

What is your favorite story to tell? For some, it is a book or short story they read. Others have stories of events that
happened during their life. This time of year is full of story telling as we gather with friends and family. Among all
the stories, there is one that stands out from the rest: the story of our Savior’s birth. It is a wonderful story,
deserving of our full attention. This Christmas season, [ pray and encourage you to come to worship to hear that
familiar and special story. Reflect on the angels, the shepherds, Mary, and most importantly our Savior Jesus. You
are part of that Christmas story, too. Our Savior was born so that you would have eternal life with him one day. That
is a story worth celebrating! God’s blessings on your Christmas celebration and happy New Year to you and your
family! Merry Christmas!

Christmas Vacation: Bethel’s Christmas break will begin after school on Thursday, December 18th through
Sunday, January 4th. Classes will resume with a full day of school on Monday, January 5th. Enjoy the holidays and
celebration of our Savior’s birth with your family and friends!

Children's Christmas Service: Final preparations are being made for our Children's Christmas Service this week.
Students in grades 1-8 will have their service on Thursday, December 18th, at 6:30 p.m. Come to worship on
Thursday to hear our children proclaim the wonderful story of our Savior’s birth!

MLS Tournament: This past weekend our girls’ basketball team participated in the MLS basketball tournament
Michigan Lutheran Seminary. The girls won all three games they played and finished in first place! Congratulations
to the players and coaches on their championship and their season!

The MLS tournament is the conclusion of the girls basketball season. Thank you to the players and coaches for your
hard work this past season and to the parents and families for the support of the program. Go Bobcats!

Divine Call Update: Mrs. Friske continues to hold the divine call to serve as first and second grade teacher and
music director at Trinity Lutheran School in Belle Plaine, Minnesota. Please keep the Friske family in your prayers
as they deliberate the call. [ encourage everyone to reach out to Mrs. Friske to discuss the call with her.

Pastor Killinger continues to hold the divine Call to serve as pastor at Saint Peter Lutheran Church in Saint Peter,
Minnesota. Please keep the Killinger family in your prayers as they deliberate the call. I encourage everyone to
reach out to Pastor Killinger to discuss the call with him.



Christmas Gift Exchange: As part of our Christmas celebration, PreK to 8th-grade students exchange names within
their classrooms for gifts. Your child’s teacher exchanged names before Thanksgiving break. Please help your child
purchase a gift for his/her exchange in the range of $5 to $7. Please do not send your child’s gift to school until the
last day before Christmas vacation, Thursday, December 18th, when room parties will take place.

Christmas Caroling: This week, our students in preschool through 8th grade will be going across the street to the
assisted living facilities to carol and bring the residents part of our Children’s Christmas Services. Preschool and
Kindergarten will go over on Monday, December 15th, and students in grades 1-8 will go over on Tuesday,
December 16th, in the afternoon. This is a wonderful opportunity for our kids to bring the gospel message along
with some Christmas cheer to people in our community!

Basketball Uniforms: Now that the girls basketball season is finished, girls’ basketball team members are
reminded to clean and repair their uniforms and return them to school ASAP! All uniforms should be returned to
school this week. Thank you!

Drummunity Presentation: As part of our Lutheran Schools Week celebration we will be trying something new.
On Monday, January 19th there will be a drums and rhythm presentation called Drummunity in the gym. This is a
hands-on presentation for the whole family and everyone gets a chance to participate with the drums and rhythm
instruments. Tickets are $5 and are available for purchase in the school office. More information about Lutheran
Schools Week will be coming out after we return from break.

Weather Related School Closings: It’s that time of year again so this reminder is being provided. If the Bay City
Public School system is closed for school due to weather, Bethel will automatically be closed. There will be no
separate listing for Bethel on any school closing sites or TV.

Scrip Program: If gift cards are part of your holiday routine, please consider helping out Bethel along the way. A
percentage of every card purchased supports our special projects. Contact Laurie Gies or catch up with her after
worship to make a purchase. Scrip cards will also be available for purchase after school on December 16th.

Picture Retake Day: If your child missed picture day in October, there will be a picture retake day on Wednesday,
December 17th, in the morning. Please talk with Mr. Thooft for more details.

Hot Lunch: The Hot Lunch this Wednesday (December 17th) is pizza from Hungry Howie’s Pizza.

Mission Program: Our 2nd quarter chapel offering is going to support Costa Maya Ministries. Costa Maya
Ministries is bringing the Word to the Yucatdn Peninsula, an area where there is little clear teaching of the Bible. I
pray that families take this opportunity to teach their children the importance of supporting the work of the church.
There was no offering collected due to the snow day last week. The total for the quarter is $196.

Birthdays:
Owen Raushi - 4th grade - 12/08

Adrianna Sobek - PreK-4 - 12/08
Reid Collicker - 4th grade - 12/16
Wesley Beyer - 2nd grade - 12/19
Aiden Pillot - 2nd grade - 12/23
Blake Clark - 5th grade - 12/26

Student Spotlight:
1 Hadley Heinz - K

2 Opal Welton - Grade 1
3 Lucas Killinger - Grade 8
4 Layla Nordstrom - Pre-K4



Coming Up:
- 12/15 - Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Caroling

- 12/16 - Grades 1-8 Christmas Caroling
- 12/18 - Grades 1-8 Children's Christmas Service
- 14 day of school with class parties
- 12/18-01/4 - Christmas Break (No School)
- 01/04 - Bethel Booster Meeting after church
- 01/05 - BLS classes resume
- 01/15 - Preschool enrollment begins
- 01/16 - End of 2nd Qtr.
- Noon dismissal - Faculty In-Service in afternoon
- 01/18-01/24 - Lutheran Schools Week
- 01/21 - Report cards for gtr. 2 sent home
- 01/25 - Lutheran Schools Sunday
- 02/09 - No School - Pastor/Teacher Conference
- 02/18 - Ash Wednesday
- Soup Supper Sponsored by Bethel Boosters
- 02/20 - Noon dismissal - Faculty In-Service in afternoon
- 02/28 - Bethel Booster Trivia Night

Upcoming Singing Schedule Dates:
- 12/18 - Grades 1-8 Christmas Service

- 01/25 - Grades 1-8 Sing

- 02/15 - Cherub Choir

- 02/18 - Cantate Choir

- 02/25 - Cherub Choir

- 03/11 - Cantate Choir

- 03/18 - Cherub Choir

- 03/22 - Preschool & Kindergarten
- 03/25 - Tone Chimes

- 03/29 - Grades 1-8 (Palm Sunday)

Boys Basketball Game Schedule:
(On nights in which both A and B teams have games, B team games will start at 5:30 with A team playing

afterward)
- 01/06-vsS]BC @ S]BC (B only)
- 01/09 - vs Hemlock @ Christ Shields (AB)
- 01/13-vsSTB @ SJBC (A only)
- 01/16 - vs Tawas @ Bethel (B only) - 5:30 p.m
- 01/16 - vs Hemlock @ SJBC (A only) - 6:30 p.m
- 01/20-vsSTB @ SJBC (AB)
- 01/27 - vs S]BC @ Bethel (B only)
- 01/30 - vs Lansing @ Bethel (AB)
- 01/31 - B Team Tournament @ SJBC
- 02/03 - vs Trinity @ Trinity (AB)
- 02/05 - vs Hemlock @ Bethel (AB)
- 02/10 - vs STB @ Bethel (AB)
- 02/13-02/14 - MLS Tournament @ MLS (A only)
- 02/17 - vs Owosso @ Owosso (A only) - 5:30 p.m.
- 02/20-02/21 - MALL Tournament @ Trinity (A only)



Boys Basketball A Team Practice:
- 12/17-6:00-8:00

Boys Basketball B Team Practice:
- 12/16 - 5:30-7:00

Bethel Booster Activities:

- 02/18 - Ash Wednesday Soup Supper Herrera
- 02/28 - Trivia Night Thunberg/Wilson
- 04/17 - Mother/Son Activity Thunberg/Wilson
- 05/01 - Daddy/Daughter Dance Thunberg/Wilson
- TBD - Pine Car Derby Powers

Check these out!: Did you know our Synod had a variety of family resources? Our
© Synod’s monthly magazine, Forward in Christ, is a great resource. Every month, there is a
section of the magazine with articles for Christian parents and families called Parent
Conversations. Scan the QR code (right) to get access to this great parent resource.
This resource includes Christian parenting articles, podcasts, and more. Scan the QR
code (left) for family devotions that can be used at home. | pray these resources are
helpful to you and your family.

Google Calendar: If you have not, please check out our Google Calendar for the latest dates of events. It is
important that you have access to our Google calendar because that is the primary way to know when events are
happening at Bethel. If you need assistance with setting up access to the Google Calendar, please contact a staff
member.

Michigan Lutheran Seminary News

MLS APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN!

Michigan Lutheran Seminary is accepting applications for the 2026-2027 school year. If you have an 8th grader
about to enter high school, or a high school student interested in transferring, visit mlsem.org and click Apply!
Families who apply before November 30 will be entered into a drawing for a $500 tuition credit, and those who
apply before December 31 will be entered into a drawing for a $250 tuition credit. For any questions, please reach
out to admissions@mlsem.org.

MLS CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Michigan Lutheran Seminary invites you to attend the annual Christmas concert on Friday, December 19, at 7 pm.
Under the theme "Christe, lux mundi,” the choirs and band will perform carols such as "It Came Upon the Midnight
Clear,"” "Silent Night," "Before the Marvel of This Night," and "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming." Doors will open at 6:30
pm.



