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“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice 
and sing praise!” 

Psalm 96:4  
 
 

Worship Schedule:  
-​ Thursday, December 11th @ 6:30 p.m. 
-​ Sunday, December 14th @ 10:00 a.m. (Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Service) 

 
Worship Encouragement:  
Patience. How much of that do you have left? It seems we spend a lot of time waiting in line, on the phone, for the 
reply, at the stoplight, for the package to come, and the list can go on. This time of year, we can grow impatient with 
all the waiting and preparations that must happen.  
 
God’s people waited a long time for the coming Messiah. From the fall into sin to the time Jesus was born, God’s 
people waited for the promised Savior who would make things right once again. During that time of waiting, God 
gave us some of the most beautiful descriptions of Jesus in all of Scripture: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. As you patiently wait for Christmas during this Advent season, I encourage you 
to reflect on the gift of patience and waiting that God gives us by being present in worship. See you Sunday! 
 
Divine Call Update: Mrs. Friske continues to hold the divine call to serve as first and second grade teacher and 
music director at Trinity Lutheran School in Belle Plaine, Minnesota. Please keep the Friske family in your prayers 
as they deliberate the call. I encourage everyone to reach out to Mrs. Friske to discuss the call with her. 
 
Pastor Killinger continues to hold the divine Call to serve as pastor at Saint Peter Lutheran Church in Saint Peter, 
Minnesota. Please keep the Killinger family in your prayers as they deliberate the call. I encourage everyone to 
reach out to Pastor Killinger to discuss the call with him. 
 
MALL Tournament: This past weekend our girls’ basketball team participated in the MALL basketball tournament 
in Lansing. The girls won both their games and finished in first place! Congratulations! Go Bobcats! 
 
MLS Tournament: The girls A team will be back in action for the MLS basketball tournament next Friday and 
Saturday (12/12-12/13). The girls’ first game is on Friday at 2:00 p.m. The grades 7-8 classroom will be dismissed 
at 12:00 noon on Friday (12/12). Tournament admission will be $5 for adults and $1 for students K-8 for each day 
of the tournament. MLS students and children younger than kindergarten are free. Only cash will be accepted for 
admissions.  
 
Popcorn Day: Our next Popcorn Friday will be this Friday (December 12th). Bring $0.50 to enjoy a popcorn snack! 
 
Congregational Christmas Caroling: All ages are welcome to join in our congregational caroling to our shut-in 
members and area nursing homes on Sunday, December 14th. We will meet at school at 4:45 p.m. and leave shortly 
after. Bring a few cookies to share, and hot chocolate will be provided. We will eat the cookies and hot chocolate 
when we return from caroling.  
 
Christmas Caroling: Next week, our students in preschool through 8th grade will be going across the street to the 
assisted living facilities to carol and bring the residents part of our Children’s Christmas Services. Preschool and 
Kindergarten will go over on Monday, December 15th, and students in grades 1-8 will go over on Tuesday, 
December 16th, in the afternoon. This is a wonderful opportunity for our kids to bring the gospel message along 
with some Christmas cheer to people in our community! 

 



 
Weather Related School Closings: It’s that time of year again so this reminder is being provided. If the Bay City 
Public School system is closed for school due to weather, Bethel will automatically be closed. There will be no 
separate listing for Bethel on any school closing sites or TV. 
 
Scrip Program: If gift cards are part of your holiday routine, please consider helping out Bethel along the way. A 
percentage of every card purchased supports our special projects. Contact Laurie Gies or catch up with her after 
worship to make a purchase. Scrip cards will also be available for purchase after school on December 9th, 12th, 
and 16th.  
 
Christmas Gift Exchange: As part of our Christmas celebration, PreK to 8th-grade students exchange names within 
their classrooms for gifts. Your child’s teacher exchanged names before Thanksgiving break. Please help your child 
purchase a gift for his/her exchange in the range of $5 to $7. Please do not send your child’s gift to school until the 
last day before Christmas vacation, Thursday, December 18th, when room parties will take place. 
 
Children's Christmas Service: Preparations continue for both of our Children's Christmas Services. The Preschool 
and Kindergarten will have their service on Sunday, December 14th at 10:00 a.m. Students in grades 1-8 will have 
their service on Thursday, December 18th, at 6:30 p.m. As parts are assigned, please help your child to be prepared 
for these special services and make sure to mark the dates on your calendars! 
 
Picture Retake Day: If your child missed picture day in October, there will be a picture retake day on Wednesday, 
December 17th, in the morning. Please talk with Mr. Thooft for more details. 
 
Basketball Uniforms: As the girls basketball season comes to a close this week, girls’ basketball team members are 
reminded to clean and repair their uniforms and return them to school ASAP! Thank you! 
 
Hot Lunch: The Hot Lunch this Wednesday (December 10th) is tacos from Taste of Bay City. 
 
Mission Program: Our 2nd quarter chapel offering is going to support Costa Maya Ministries. Costa Maya 
Ministries is bringing the Word to the Yucatán Peninsula, an area where there is little clear teaching of the Bible. I 
pray that families take this opportunity to teach their children the importance of supporting the work of the church. 
Last week’s offering was $51.59. The total for the quarter is $196. 
 
Birthdays:  
Owen Raushi - 4th grade - 12/08 
Adrianna Sobek - PreK-4 - 12/08 
 
Student Spotlight: 
1 Emery Heinz - - K 
2 Jace Vallender - Grade 1 
3 Luke Clark - Grade 8 
4 Wioletta Lubkowski - Pre-K4 
 
Coming Up: 

-​ 12/10 - Congregation Christmas Party 
-​ 12/14 - Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Service 

-​ Cookie Coffee Hour after the service 
-​ 12/15 - Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Caroling 
-​ 12/16 - Grades 1-8 Christmas Caroling 
-​ 12/18 - Grades 1-8 Children's Christmas Service 

-​ ½ day of school with class parties 
-​ 12/18-01/4 - Christmas Break (No School) 
-​ 01/05 - BLS classes resume 
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Upcoming Singing Schedule Dates:  

-​ 12/14 - Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Service 
-​ 12/18 - Grades 1-8 Christmas Service 

 
Bethel Booster Activities: 

-​ 02/18 - Ash Wednesday Soup Supper ​​ Herrera 
-​ 02/28 - Trivia Night​ ​ ​ ​ Thunberg/Wilson 
-​ 04/17 - Mother/Son Activity​ ​ ​ Thunberg/Wilson 
-​ 05/01 - Daddy/Daughter Dance​ ​ Thunberg/Wilson 
-​ TBD     - Pine Car Derby​ ​ ​ Powers 

 
Girls Basketball Game  Schedule:  
(On nights in which both A and B teams have games, B team games will start at 5:30 with A team playing 
afterward) 

-​ 12/12-12/13 - MLS  A Team Tournament @ MLS 
 
Boys Basketball Game  Schedule:  
(On nights in which both A and B teams have games, B team games will start at 5:30 with A team playing 
afterward) 

-​ 01/06 - vs SJBC @ SJBC (B only) 
-​ 01/09 - vs Hemlock @ Christ Shields (AB) 
-​ 01/13 - vs STB @ SJBC (A only) 
-​ 01/16 - vs Tawas @ Bethel (B only) - 5:30 p.m 
-​ 01/16 - vs Hemlock @ SJBC (A only) - 6:30 p.m 
-​ 01/20 - vs STB @ SJBC (AB) 
-​ 01/27 - vs SJBC @ Bethel (B only) 
-​ 01/30 - vs Lansing @ Bethel (AB) 
-​ 01/31 - B Team Tournament @ SJBC 
-​ 02/03 - vs Trinity @ Trinity (AB) 
-​ 02/05 - vs Hemlock @ Bethel (AB) 
-​ 02/10 - vs STB @ Bethel (AB) 
-​ 02/13-02/14 - MLS Tournament @ MLS (A only) 
-​ 02/17 - vs Owosso @ Owosso (A only) - 5:30 p.m. 
-​ 02/20-02/21 - MALL Tournament @ Trinity (A only) 

 
Boys Basketball A Team Practice:  

-​ 12/10 - 6:00-8:00 
-​ 12/15- 6:00-8:00 
-​ 12/17- 6:00-8:00 

 
Check these out!: Did you know our Synod had a variety of family resources? Our 
Synod’s monthly magazine, Forward in Christ, is a great resource. Every month, there is a 
section of the magazine with articles for Christian parents and families called Parent 
Conversations. Scan the QR code (right) to get access to this great parent resource. 
This resource includes Christian parenting articles, podcasts, and more.  Scan the QR 
code (left) for family devotions that can be used at home. I pray these resources are 
helpful to you and your family.  

 
Google Calendar: If you have not, please check out our Google Calendar for the latest dates of events. It is 
important that you have access to our Google calendar because that is the primary way to know when events are 
happening at Bethel. If you need assistance with setting up access to the Google Calendar, please contact a staff 
member. 

3 



 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary News 
 
MLS APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN! 
﻿Michigan Lutheran Seminary is accepting applications for the 2026-2027 school year. If you have an 8th grader 
about to enter high school, or a high school student interested in transferring, visit mlsem.org and click Apply! 
Families who apply before November 30 will be entered into a drawing for a $500 tuition credit, and those who 
apply before December 31 will be entered into a drawing for a $250 tuition credit. For any questions, please reach 
out to admissions@mlsem.org.  
 
MLS CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary invites you to attend the annual Christmas concert on Friday, December 19, at 7 pm. 
Under the theme "Christe, lux mundi," the choirs and band will perform carols such as "It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear," "Silent Night," "Before the Marvel of This Night," and "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming." Doors will open at 6:30 
pm. 
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