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“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice 
and sing praise!” 

Psalm 96:4  
 
 

*Please note that the next edition of the school newsletter will come out on Monday, December 1st. 
Worship Schedule:  

-​ Thursday, November 20th @ 6:30 p.m. 
-​ Sunday, November 23rd @ 10:00 a.m. 
-​ Wednesday, November 26th @ 6:30 p.m. (Thanksgiving Eve Worship) 
-​ Sunday, November 30th @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
Worship Encouragement: “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” “What are 
you thankful for?” That question is often asked this time of year with the approaching Thanksgiving holiday. What 
is at the top of your list of blessings you are thankful for? As you reflect on what you are thankful for, there are quite 
a few different directions you can go when someone asks you that question. Family, friends, material possessions 
and health may come to the top of mind.  
 
How far up your list are spiritual blessings? What about faith? Salvation? Eternal life? This Thanksgiving, I pray, 
invite and encourage you to come to worship and thank God for the most important blessing of all: our relationship 
with Him. What a blessing to know that we will have an eternity to thank our Savior for what he has done for us. 
May you and your family have a Happy Thanksgiving and a blessed holiday season! 
 
Divine Call Update: I am still holding the divine call I have received to serve as principal and 5th & 6th grade 
teacher at St. John’s Lutheran School in Lomira, Wisconsin. Please keep my family and me in your prayers as I 
deliberate where the Lord would have me serve. Please also keep our congregation and St. John’s in your prayers as 
well. I welcome and encourage any feedback you may have during this deliberation process.  
 
It was announced yesterday that Mrs. Friske has received a divine call to serve as first and second grade teacher 
and music director at Trinity Lutheran School in Belle Plaine, Minnesota. Please keep the Friske family in your 
prayers as they deliberate the call. I encourage everyone to reach out to Mrs. Friske to discuss the call with her. 
 
Pie Night: Join the families of Bethel for a pie-tasting evening on November 25th from 6:30-7:30. Bring your 
favorite pie to share (homemade or store-bought) and wear your comfy pajamas. We will taste some pie, have 
popcorn and watch Garfield’s Thanksgiving! Come enjoy some fellowship before the Thanksgiving holiday! 
 
Thanksgiving Church Service: Bethel will have a special Thanksgiving Eve church service on Wednesday, 
November 26th at 6:30. Both of our school choirs will be singing. I pray that all our school and preschool families 
join us for this special service of thanks to our gracious God.  
 
Advent by Candlelight: Ladies and daughters, grade 5 and up, are invited to the Advent by Candlelight celebration 
on Sunday, November 30th, at 6:30 pm. If you are interested in attending and/or hosting a table, please sign up on 
the school bulletin board. For more information, contact Alice Danell at 757-871-7865. 
 
Christmas Gift Exchange: As part of our Christmas celebration, PreK to 8th-grade students exchange names within 
their classrooms for gifts. Your child’s teacher will exchange names before Thanksgiving break. Please help your 
child purchase a gift for his/her exchange in the range of $5 to $7. Please do not send your child’s gift to school until 
the last day before Christmas vacation, Thursday, December 18th, when room parties will take place. 

 



 
Children's Christmas Service: Preparations are being made for both our Children's Christmas Services. The 
Preschool and Kindergarten will have their service on Sunday, December 14th at 10:00 a.m. Students in grades 1-8 
will have their service on Thursday, December 18th at 6:30 p.m. As parts are assigned please help your child to be 
prepared for these special services and make sure to mark the dates on your calendars! 
 
Living Christmas Card: This year’s Living Christmas Card will be hosted at Trinity. The Living Christmas Card is a 
live nativity event going through the Christmas story. The event will take place on December 6th from 6:00-8:00 
p.m. and December 7th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 
Scrip Program: If gift cards are part of your holiday routine, please consider helping out Bethel along the way. A 
percentage of every card purchased supports our special projects. Contact Laurie Gies or catch up with her after 
worship to make a purchase.  
 
Gifts and Talents: We are working on a greater understanding and better use of the gifts and talents God has given 
our congregation. To help us, please take home and fill out the talent survey on the back table of the church. You can 
also fill out the survey at https://wels.net/wp-content/uploads/sgt. When finished, please return it to Pastor. 
 
Hot Lunch: The Hot Lunch this Wednesday (November 19) is tacos from Taste of Bay City  
 
Vision/Hearing Screening Retake: This Thursday (11/20) students who were absent for the vision and hearing 
screening will have their screening take place. Any students who need to retake their hearing screening will also do 
so on that day. 
 
Mission Program: Our 2nd quarter chapel offering is going to support Costa Maya Ministries. Costa Maya 
Ministries is bringing the Word to the Yucatán Peninsula, an area where there is little clear teaching of the Bible. I 
pray that families take this opportunity to teach their children the importance of supporting the work of the church. 
Last week’s offering was $35.50. The total for the quarter is $35.50. 
 
Birthdays:  
Chloe Szostek - 5th grade - 11/22 
Warren Collicker - 1st grade - 11/22 
Justin Krohn - 8th grade - 11/29 
Sullivan Westerby - 1st grade - 11/30 
 
Stdent Spotlight: 
1 Max Kowalski - Grade 5 
2 Leah Sobek - Grade 4 
3 Leah Nitz - Grade 8 
4  Leighton Schultz - Grade 6 
 
Coming Up: 

-​ 11/25 - Pie Night 
-​ 11/26-11/28 - Thanksgiving Break (No School) 

-​ 11/26 - Thanksgiving Eve Worship @ 6:30 p.m. 
-​ 11/30 - Advent by Candlelight  
-​ 12/6/12/7 - Living Christmas Card @ Trinity 
-​ 12/11 - Congregation Christmas Party 
-​ 12/14 - Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Service 
-​ 12/18 - Grades 1-8 Children's Christmas Service 

-​ ½ day of school with class parties 
-​ 12/18-01/4 - Christmas Break (No School) 
-​ 01/05 - BLS classes resume 
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Upcoming Singing Schedule Dates:  

-​ 11/26 - Cherub and Cantate Choir 
-​ 12/14 - Preschool & Kindergarten Christmas Service 
-​ 12/18 - Grades 1-8 Christmas Service 

 
Bethel Booster Activities: 

-​ 11/25 - Pie Night ​ ​ ​ ​ Faulk  
-​ 02/18 - Ash Wednesday Soup Supper ​​ Herrera 
-​ 02/28 - Trivia Night​ ​ ​ ​ Thunberg/Wilson 
-​ 04/17 - Mother/Son Activity​ ​ ​ Thunberg/Wilson 
-​ 05/01 - Daddy/Daughter Dance​ ​ Thunberg/Wilson 
-​ TBD     - Pine Car Derby​ ​ ​ Powers 

 
Girls Basketball Game  Schedule:  
(On nights in which both A and B teams have games, B team games will start at 5:30 with A team playing 
afterward) 

-​ 11/18 - vs Lansing @ SJBC (A only) @ 6:30 
-​ 11/21 - vs Sag/Hem @ Shields (AB) 
-​ 12/06 - MALL A Team Tournament @ Lansing (One day tournament) 
-​ 12/12-12/13 - MLS  A Team Tournament @ MLS 

 
Check these out!: Did you know our Synod had a variety of family resources? 

Our Synod’s monthly magazine, Forward in Christ, is a great resource. Every month, there 
is a section of the magazine with articles for Christian parents and families called Parent 
Conversations. Scan the QR code (right) to get access to this great parent resource. This 
resource includes Christian parenting articles, podcasts, and more.  Scan the QR code 
(left) for family devotions that can be used at home. I pray these resources are helpful 
to you and your family.  

 
Google Calendar: If you have not, please check out our Google Calendar for the latest dates of events. It is 
important that you have access to our Google calendar because that is the primary way to know when events are 
happening at Bethel. If you need assistance with setting up access to the Google Calendar, please contact a staff 
member. 
 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary News 
 
MLS APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN! 
﻿Michigan Lutheran Seminary is accepting applications for the 2026-2027 school year. If you have an 8th grader 
about to enter high school, or a high school student interested in transferring, visit mlsem.org and click Apply! 
Families who apply before November 30 will be entered into a drawing for a $500 tuition credit, and those who 
apply before December 31 will be entered into a drawing for a $250 tuition credit. For any questions, please reach 
out to admissions@mlsem.org.   
 
MLS CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary invites you to attend the annual Christmas concert on Friday, December 19, at 7 pm.  

3 


